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e ſeveral adventurers 
| for. fame and food, who 
have made their court to 
the. faction in n phyſic 
5 the  experice. of Dr. Shomſon, l 
agreed with him, © That the We 
© fare of Mankind ſo eo 
« depends on A 11 ht practice 
phyſic, that it 18 certainly th 

duty of every profeſſor to © 
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all deviations from it.” And: . 
ſegquently it is the duty of wh 28 a 
cc lool about him. Ft. « 3 


| . > 
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As I am no ple I ſhall not 


pretend to take upon me to confider 


or examine how far the method of 
practice, and diſcipline in Phyſie, 
contended for by Dr. Thomſon, is 
conſiſtent with the laws preſcribed 
by the college. But as © the wel- 
fare of mankind is intimately con- 


© cerned in having the beft. price 


© and diſcipline eſtabliſhed, 
could heartfl 


ly wiſh that Wielt 
affair were judged worthy the & 


deration of our legiſlature, and that 
a law might be enacted in fayour of 
that diſcipline in Phyſic, which, on 
a. thoroug S, enquiry, ſhould appear 
to be beſt ſounded on reaſon, and 


Jud ged to be moſt for the general 


utility. 


3g 
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My.immediate buſineſs ſhall how- 
ever be; to conſider from what mo- 
tives theſe diſputes have ariſen, ſince 
people in general begin to be alarm- 
ed, and all men of ſenſe have for a 
long time ſuſpeQed, not only the 
rectitude of the common practice, 
but alſo even the integtity of ſome 
of our practiſers 1 1 p 800 0 

Dr. Thomſon complai ains, that fan n- 
dalous ſlanders have been induſtri- 
_ ouſly propagated againſt his conduct 
on the death of Mr. Minnington, 
whom he bad the honour to attend, 
and ſays, He is not inſenſible from 
£ what quarter theſe poiſoned arrows 
are ſhot; private 45 evidently 
points out the aſſaſſins; nor is it 
to be wondered, hen the ſhrines 

© ate in danger, that the workmen 
© ſhould clamour in ſupport of the 
—_— 
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This expreſion, it ſeems, has gi- 
ven much offence to thoſe whd have 


their living by that craft, and even 


to thoſe who only hope to live by 1 it: 


The former, as being already in the 


adminiſtration, have JiQated:; and 
the latter, as having nothing elſe to 
do, have held/the pen, in a perſwa- 
fion, that - the province 'they defend, 
wo in time be their reward. 

The ag mch i in phyſie i is in 
thi hands of a few phyſicians, with 
their allies their apothecaries, who 
have pronounced themſelves, and 
their diſciples, to be the only phy- 


ſicians, and that all the reſt beides 


who aſpire to that name, know no- 
thing, if compared to them; or, what 
is worſe, ſo little, that they are only 


qualified to practiſe on the N eit 
of their patients. | 


ben the young hyſicien comes 
firſt 


[9 

firſt to town, having been at a great 
expence in his education, in order t6 
reap the fruits of his labour and ſtu- 
dies, he naturally conſiders which is 
the beſt method of making himſelf 
known, and of getting into the exer= 
ciſe of his profeſſion, And the firſt 
information he receives, 1s, that he 
muſt fill his cenſer with incenſe, and 


proſtrate himſelf before the idols of 


Warwick-Lanc. And ſecondly, That 
moſt families are under the direction 


of ſome apothecary, ho preſcribes 


himſelf, and ſends in what drugs and 


medicines he thinks proper from his 


own ſhop, till he has reaſon to ap- 
prehend the patient will die; and 
then he holds it expedient to call in a 
phyſician, reſigned enough for the ſake 
of a fee, and Mr. apothecary's farther 
recommendation, to bear the reproach 
of his death. And how ſhocking 
ſoever this news may be, or how in- 

11 _ credible 


A o-#- 


A. 
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: credible it may ſeem to a gentle N 


of ſpirit and integrity, and what- 
ever reſolution of practice he may 


have taken, he will at length find 


that the news is true, and that he 
muſt take to the highway of phyſic, 
Or be undone. | ; 


I am informed, that Dr. Thomſon 
is one of thoſe phyficians, that 
has had the reſolution to reject all 
ſuch vile propoſals, and the courage 
to break thro this rule; honeſtly 
facrificing his own private intereſt to 
the public good, by expoſing the 
craft in the preſent practice, and by 
endeayouring to pull down this ty- 
ranny in phyſic. Se 


It is indeed amazing, that the 


learned gentlemen of the faculty will 


not be ſenſible of the great advan- 
tages they would receive by joining 


with 


a 
with him in endeavouring to re- 
move the grievances they now 
kbour under: For, in reality; 
the conteſt it not ſo much between 
Dr. Thomſdn and the reſt of the fa- 
cuſty, as between the doctor and ma- 
ny of the apothecaries, in conjunction 


with thoſe proſtitute phyſicians, eoho 


are baſely influenced by their power 


and intereſt in famihics. It is no 
wonder at all, that theſe phyficians 


and apothecaries ſhould fo londly 
complain of the reformation aimed at 


knowledge, more than once happen- 
ed, that when thoſe / artiſts have 
over· night ditected their journey- 
men to make ready twenty bo- 


las's out of the ſame pot, they 
to 


throw them out of the window the 
next day, and the patient adviſed to 
drink a little Aon water, and to 
go 
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1124 
go abroad about his buſineſs. But 
altho inſtances of this kind. are 
notorious, they are artfully conceal- 

ed by ſome other phyſicians, be- 
cauſe, the apothecary has the keys 
of the family committed to his care, 
and conſequently, that phyſician 
can only be admitted, who! approves 
of his judgment, who juſtifies the 
uſe of many medicines, . by pre- 
ſcribing more himſelf, and who 
thereby puts more money into 
the cake arm 8 0 "th, his 
oyyn. : 


3 


— 


| But to tetura to Pf. Thomſon 3 
opponents : 82 ſuſpect the principal 
reaſon of their appearing in oppo- 
ſition to him, is, that they, well 
know, if the victory ſhould be on 
his fide, ſuch, a nt in prac- 
tice would follow, as would reduce 
moſt of their ſhops to the e 


Lig] 

of that deſcribed by Shakeſpear ; the 
doctor having already declared, that 
the reformation he aims at, is to caſe 
the expence of the patient, and to 
promote the real ſcience of. medicine. 
And indeed I am inclined to believe, 
that THE SHRINES ARE NOW 
REALLY IN DANGER, fince the 
railings and flanders of certain phy- 
ſicians againſt Dr. Thomſon, which 
were * only in private, are 
now changed into public ſcurrili- 
ties and invectives; and yet they 
would have the town to believe, 
that they do not think him worth 
contending with. If that were the 
caſe, for God's ſake, why all this 
rancour againſt him? Why is ſo 
much paper waſted, to expoſe, to 
perſecute, and, if poſſible, to run 
him down? Is it out of tenderneſs to 
their fellow-creatures ? If it is, it 
is the only ſign of tenderneſs they 
5 C ſhew 


14 


J. : 
ſhew them. Will they ſay it is the 
reſult of any particular regard to 
Mr. /innington? If they will, how, 
or among whom, will they find be- 
lief? For if they have no charity 
for thoſe they live by, how can it 
be ſuppoſed that they feel any com- 
paſſion for one who, from his perſo- 
nal knowledge of the proudeſt of 
them, refuſed to truſt his life in their 
hands? And who, in the courſe of 
his illneſs often declared, that if 
Thomſon was at the end of his judg- 
ment, he was at the end of his days. 
In ſhort, would they ſpeak, out, it 
would appear, that they rather 
dread than deſpiſe this one man, who 
has dared to ſet himſelf in oppo- 
ſition to the craft, and for that only 
reaſon is, if poſſible, to be tun 
down. 


- Thus, if Mr. Winnington had re- 


covered 
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covered, it is reaſonable to think 
their rage would have increaſed 
with their envy; aud the leſs it 
had been in their power, the more 
they would have endeavoured it. 


It is evident, the contention is not 
about any one particular caſe, but 
the preſent practice and diſcipline, 
which he labours to correct for the 
general good, and which, by expe- 
rience, they find is not 1n the leaſt 
calculated for the private intereſt of 
a ſet of men, who aim only at amaſ- 
ſing immenſe fortunes, and who fat- 
ten, without remorſe, on the miſe- 


ries they pretend to cure. 


— Having thrown together theſe 
haſty thoughts on the controverſy 
in general, I cannot help taking par- 
ticular notice of a paſſage or two 1n 
letter, wherein he 


C2 


one Douglas's 


ſays, 


[ 16 Þ 


fays, that 2 the ſenſe of the 
introduction to Mr. Minnington 8 
caſe, and the winding it up, is Dr. 
Thomſon's, the ſtile and diction are 
evidently another's, as any one may 
perceive that will give himſelf the 
trouble of reading his book on the 
gout; and from whence he concludes 
that becauſe the whole performance 
1s univerfally commended and ap- 
proved, and ſhews the author to be 
a man of ſenſe, and a . it 
cannot be Dr. Thomſon 8. 


have no perſonal knowledge 
of Mr. Douglas, nor do I defire 
to have any; for a diſingenuous 
fos can never make a cordial 
friend, Every man that takes up 
a pen to entertain the public, or 
rather to ſet forth his own ſufficien- 
cy, ought to know, that a maſter of 
ſtile can aſſume what ſhape and 
character 


$7.8; 2 
charaQter he pleaſes, and appeat with 
propriety in all: but that is à ſecret 
to Mr. Douglas, and J am afraid will 
ever continue ſo. Thoſe who are ac- 
quainted with him, do him the juſ- 

tice to ſay, that whoever prompted 
the matter of his tract againſt Dr. 
Thomlon, the manner is his own; and 
I ſhall not attempt to rob him of any 


part of the honour e has 5quited 
by it. | 


. Dr. Thomſon will excufe me, I 
hope, if I congratulate him on his 
being attacked by ſuch ati adver- 
lary, and that I lament that having 
mentioned the doctor's excellent 
treatiſe of the gout, he did pot un- 
dertake to confute it. His buſineſs 
was to abuſe the doctor; and though 
Mr. Winningtow s caſe happened to 
be his immediate ſubject, any other 


would 


1 
would have anſwered his end as 


well.“ 


| Thoſe who ſet him on, and who 
growl at Dr. Thomſon in corners, 


| A without daring to worry him in 
4 perſon, would have been yet farther 
obliged to him. 


In that treatiſe of his, the doctor 
„ has undertaken to prove, 1. That 
2 the gout is an inflammatory diſeaſe. 
NF 2. That it ought to be treated like 

all other inflammatory caſes. 3. And 
that all ſyſtems and hypotheſes were 
the bane of phyſic. 
Here therefore was a notable open- 
ing to make his court to ſome of 
HE: the great rabbi's of the college, as 
well 


— * n — 
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* Either the late Mr. Pope's, or Sir Jobn Eyles's, 


* | 

LS. 

well as to thoſe apothecaries their 
co=operators , they have maintained 
the contrary doctrine, and purſued 
the contrary practice; and that 
they have done ſo, is, no doubt, 
ſufficient to argue that they are in 
the right. e 


Why then did the officious Mr. 
Douglas (who has made himſelf ſo 


buſy with the caſe of a gentleman, 


whom J have reaſon to think he had 
never the honour to approach,) paſs 
it over, without a farther manifeſta- 
tion of thoſe extraordinary talents 


which he ſeems to be ſo vain of ? 


Why, truly, many of thoſe great 
rabbies, who uſed to ſneer at Dr. 
Thomſon, as often as he was named, 
were at laſt convinced of the error 
which they had ſo long perſevered 
in; and adopted the very method 
of practice which they had former- 
ly condemned, though without the 


ingenuity 


. 
ingenuity of acknowledging the light 
they were ſorced to follow. 


But though Mr. Douglas did not 
think it adviſeable to attack the 
doctrine contained in this book, he 
could not help diſcharging his bolt 
at the author. The concluſion, it 
ſeems, does not pleaſe him, and 
therefore it ought not to pleaſe the 
public. So we are to reaſon, and 
ſo we are to conclude, it ſeems; for 
ſo Mr. Douglas is pleaſed to ſub- 
{cribe ; and Mr. Douglas is all- 


Aufficient and unerring: witneſs his 


own molt incomparable letter ! 


But even Mr. Douglas admits 
that the phyſician 1s not accountable 
for the ſucceſs of his recipe, on a 
ſuppoſition that every phyſician acts 
to the beſt of his judgment: whe- 
ther this acceſſion is made in ten- 


derneſs 


/ 
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derneſs to Dr. Thomſon, is another 
queſtion. Other great men have R 
died befides Mr. /Yinnington, and 2 \ 
under other hands, without any ſuch I 
inquiſition after their blood. And 
it is fit that ſome umbrage ſhould 
be provided for their miſcarriages ; 
but whether Dr. Thomſon is allowed 
the benefit of it, or not, it would in- 
deed be hard for a doctor to be hanged 
becauſe he is a blockhead; in which 
caſe, I am afraid the college would 
meet with more difficulties, than at 
preſent they do, in putting off their 
diplomas. I do not know the cer- 4 
tain price of a diploma from our 
learned college here in England, but | 
I can venture to affirm, that the 
honour of being proſyndic of Padua, 


O 


13 only to be acquired by a long 
courſe of ſtudy and application, and 
by a ſuperiority of learning and 
'knowledge ; and altho' that title 
may 


L283 


may ſound ſtrange and outlandiſh to 
Mr. Douglas, it is in better eſteem 
with men of ſenſe, and gentlemen 
who have ſeen more of the world, 
than perhaps he has had an oppor- 
tunity of doing. And I muſt beg 
leave to inform him, 1t can never 
redound to his reputation to deſpiſe 
merit, though it be ever ſo uncom- 


mon or outlandiſh to his apprehen- 


ſion. 


Mr. Douglas is very angry with 


the proſyndic, for acquainting the 


public with the nature of his pre- 
ſeriptions in Engliſh ; and would 
from thence infer, that he 1s unac- 
quainted with the power and virtue 
of medicine, but ſuch a prepoſterous 
and abſurd inference EK no aggra- 


vation; and is not this in ſupport 
of the craft? 


Aſter 


[23] 


Aſter a great deal of puzzling 
and labour to point out the er- 
rors of Dr. Thomſon, in his man- 
ner of treating Mr. Vinnington's 
Caſe, and after a rhapſody of 
nonſenſe, and a torrent of foul and 
abuſive language, he ſays, I now 
begin to give over all thoughts of 


* convincing you. 


Indeed Mr. Douglas might have 
given over theſe thoughts much 
ſooner; for, in charity, I will ho- 
neſtly aſſure him, that after all the 
fatigue he has undergone, he has 
only filly convinced every one, ho 
has had patience enough to read 
his letter, that he is as much a 
ſtranger to phyſic, as good man- 


1 a 
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It was not my intention to have 
taken ſo much notice of this ſcurri- 


lous and abuſive letter, but I muſt 


own my. indignation was rouſed, 
when I was informed that this Au- 
thor ſtruts at the Coffee-houſes, and. 
with an air of ſatisſaction receives the 
compliments of ſome of the faculty 
on his moſt excellent performance, 
with their congratulations for his 
wonderful fudcels. But this is ſome- 
thing like the French maxim of 


ſinging Te Deum after the loſs of a 
battle. 


OMe concluſion of Dr. Thomſon's 
pamphlet runs thus : 


© If I have r any thing 
© new, either in the diſcipline or 
practice of phyſic in this king- 


dom, 


25 _—_ 
dom, not ſupported by. vain hypo- 0 
theſes, but founded upon reaſon, 
and agreeable to the maxims of 
the antients, I ſee no reaſon why I 
ſhould be oppoſed in fo outra- | 
geous a manner: But, if I have | 
erred, 1t muſt be confeſſed, I have 
now generouſly given my ene- =. 
mies an opportunity of indulging I: 
their malice. And indeed wen | 
it is conſidered how intimately the — i 
welfare of mankind depends on a 
right practice in phyfic, it is cer- 
tainly the duty of every profeſſor ; 
to expoſe all deviations from it. 
It therefore remains with my ac- 
cuſers, either to juſtify their ela- 
mour by my conviction, or eſta- 
bliſh my reputation by their con- 


fuſion. 


A a «a 
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This is a fair and generous chal- 168 
lenge to the fac ulty : and none of . „ 53 1 
| | Dr. 9 
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Dr: Thomſon's real accuſers have 


hitherto | been hardy enough to 


accept it; for, although theſe 


champions, und ſome others, have 
ſtept forth, it is evident that they 


are only mercenaries, too obſcure 
to have any intereſt of their own 
in the cauſe, and are much beneath 
the doctor s notice. 0 


Two of them, FE call themſelves 


Campbell and Dowman, were ne- 


ver- heard of before, nor perhaps 
ever will again; - and the other, 
ſince he is Dede a letter-writer, 
1s too well known to be regarded. 


I ſhould have been glad to have 
ſeen the prefident Dr. Mead, or ſome 
other eminent members of the col- 
lege, fairly engaged 1 in this diſpute, 
that mankind, in an affair that fo 


intimately concerns their welfare, 


A might 
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might have had the ſatisfaction Dr. 
Thomſon has, on his part, ſo gene- 
ronſly oftered to afford them. | 


It is to ſuch gentlemen that Dr. 
Thomſon has addreſſed himſelf, and 
until they ſhall think fit to patro- 
nize the preſent Diſcipline, and con- 
demn his Practice in phyſic, I am 
perſwaded that every impartial and 
unprejudiced perſon will agree with 
me in opinion, that Dr. 7. homſon's 
reputation ſtands eſtabliſhed by their 
confuſion. 
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